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Laundry update
brings mobile app
and higher prices
JESSIE SMITH
news editor

A complete makeover of the laundry system on campus
includes the “Speed Queen” app that allows students to pay
with a debit or credit card, search for an available machine
and track how much time is left on a washer or dryer.
The update replaced every washer and dryer on campus,
but Chad Joice, assistant dean of students, said he is most
excited about the app.
“We are always looking for ways to improve the services
we provide [students],” Joice said. “That’s the most important
thing to us.”
Once students enter the code “HARDIN” in the app, they
can click on the location where they want to do laundry to
see if any washers or dryers are available. While students can
still pay with quarters, they can also load money onto the app.
Over the summer, Harding negotiated the deal with
laundry company Caldwell and Gregory Inc., which installed
the new equipment in July.
Jonathan Gerard, southwest U.S. general manager for
Caldwell and Gregory, manages the university’s account.
He said his company has a slogan: “We make laundry fun.”
“I’m not sure we can really make laundry fun, but we do
try to make it convenient,” Gerard said.
The university’s physical resources department previously
repaired and maintained the laundry system, and public safety
emptied the quarters from the machines. Now, Caldwell and
Gregory will assume those responsibilities through a service
technician stationed in Little Rock. Students can report
problems by email, phone call or the app, and the service
technician will resolve the issue in two to three business days.
Caldwell and Gregory also worked with the Office of
Student Life to make the men’s and women’s commons more
comfortable by painting the walls and replacing the floors.
“We are, as a company, excited to be working with
Harding,” Gerard said.
To assist with the change, Caldwell and Gregory organized
a training session with resident assistants.
Junior Taylor Shannon, RA in Kendall Hall, along with her
fellow RAs, learned how to use the app and new machines.
“I like the idea of being able to check everything … on
the app and being able to pay through the app, but I don’t
appreciate how the prices went up,” Shannon said.
Several students have voiced reservations about the increase
in price now that washers and dryers each cost $1.50 per
use. Previously, washers cost $1.00 per use, and dryers cost
25 cents for 15-20 minutes.
Caldwell and Gregory supplies laundry services to over
200 universities in the United States, 12 of them in Arkansas,
and according to Gerard, the current price at Harding is
around the average.
“Change is hard, especially when you’re talking money,”
Joice said. “I’m hoping, in return, we’re getting a little better
ease of use.”

LAUNDRY

COST

RISES
$

Before Caldwell and Gregory
laundry upgrade:

3 LOADS X $1.50 =

$4.50 PER MONTH
After Caldwell and Gregory
laundry upgrade:

3 LOADS X $3.00 =

$9.00 PER MONTH
Three loads is an estimation for monthly laundry, and
loads is considered one full wash and full dry.
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Men’s social club charts new course
NORA JOHNSON
features editor

S

Junior Spencer Wright, one of 19
charter members for men’s social
club Theta, places a door tag on
his dorm room door. Theta brought
the men’s social club total to 15
active clubs.

tudents interested in
joining a social club who
attend officer open house
tomorrow will be among the first
to meet Harding’s newest men’s
social club, Theta.
Theta’s formation was led by
juniors Cayde Newton and Grady
Moore, both former members of
men’s social club Knights. According
to Newton, he and Moore enjoyed
their time in Knights but felt
disillusioned by a pattern they
felt was present in all of Harding’s
existing social clubs.
“We felt like, with other guys’
clubs and the one that we were in,
the end goal … was, ‘If you’re in
Knights, the best thing you can do
is be a good Knight. If you’re in
another guy’s club, the best thing you
can do is be a good ‘blank’,’” Newton said.
“We didn’t feel like the emphasis, or goal,
was, ‘Be a good guy.’ Everything was, ‘Be the
best version of this archetype that you can be.’”
Newton, Theta’s president, said the idea to
create a new social club began as a joke between
he and Moore, one of Theta’s two vice presidents.
After discussing it further with other students,
they realized many of their friends were excited
about the idea of a social club without archetypal
pressures. Throughout the spring semester and
summer, Newton and Moore worked with Kara
Abston, assistant dean of students, to make their
social club a reality.
“People became interested, and that’s the first
time that it felt surreal,” Newton said. “We had
this idea, and other people gave validity to it,
which is not something that we were expecting.”
SEE THETA, PAGE 2A
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‘The Hypnotist’ on 13 years at Impact
JUSTIN DUYAO
head copy editor

For more than a decade,
Impact, Harding’s freshman
orientation event, has featured
Dale K, traveling hypnotist and
comedian better known around
campus as “the hypnotist.” As
the finale of the weekend, the
show brings together not only
the incoming students and
transfers but the returning
student body, faculty and staff
as well.
“When I look back, it just
seems like a few years. But
when I really look back, it’s
been a long time,” Dale K said
about his 13 years at Harding.
“I don’t know what magic is
on this campus, but there’s
something always crazy that
happens that I just go, ‘This
is the best thing I’m going to
see all year.’”
Dale K explained while he
is usually booked every night
of the month during his busy
season, Impact has always stood
out to him.
“It’s a special place, it’s
a beautiful room . . . they’re
just a good, creative, energetic
group of people,” Dale K said.
“You’ve got people from all
around coming to this school,
and I think when they get up

there, you see how diverse
everybody is and how they
react to different things in
different ways.”
Beyond the row of chairs
he fills with volunteers at the
beginning of the program, his
show requires very few props.
But, after the participants are
selected and put under, the
hour is full of almost nonstop
laughter.
“Students love it,” Logan
Light, director of campus life,
said. “There’s a laughter that’s
like, ‘That’s not me, whew.’ . . .
It’s been the thing that brings
students back to campus.They
come back [and say], ‘See you
at the hypnotist.’”
One of this year’s participants,
junior Toni Sharp, attended
Dale K’s show every year since
attending Impact herself.
“It’s kind of fun to watch
other people do things we
could never picture ourselves
doing,” Sharp said. “Freshman
year, I never would have gone
up on stage and essentially
embarrassed myself in front
of the entire student body, . . .
but people go because they’re
curious if something like that
can actually work.”
Sharp explained she had
always wondered how it felt
and decided to experience it
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for herself this year.
“I was surprised that it
worked,” Sharp said. “It was
kind of weird, because you’re
aware of everything that’s
going on. I was aware that the
audience was out there. I was
aware that he was asking me
to do things. But you’re just so
relaxed that you’re like, ‘Yeah,
that sounds like a good idea,
I’ll do that.’”
Light said while the show
may seem hard to believe, Dale
K’s technique is straightforward,
and the performances are all a
part of the experience.
“He’s very upfront by saying,
‘This isn’t mind control, this
isn’t wizardry. There’s a science
to this,’” Light said. “It doesn’t
feel like it’s coercive in any way.
It’s a real odd feeling. You’re
both aware and not aware at
the same time. He talks about
the power of suggestion, and
that’s just what it is.”
Dale K described his first
hypnotist experience at 16 as
both intriguing and inspiring.
“Back then, there was no
internet, nothing like that,”
Dale K said. “I would look for
books. I grew up in Canada,
so I remember going through
snow up to my knees to a
library and trying to find a
book. . . . Finally, I just read

enough books and gave it a
shot. It clicked. Fast forward
to some trial and error, two
steps forward one step back
kind of a thing, and here I am
in the metropolis of Searcy.”
Dale K explained that his
approach has changed over
the 30 years he has worked as
a hypnotist, and that most of
his material he has developed
himself,but he hopes the freedom
he allows between him and his
participants on stage to create
makes his show unique.
“When you think about
anything, it’s those people that
took a risk or thought outside
of the box that make history,”
Dale K said. “I think the best
advice is to make sure ‘you
do you.’ Stay true to yourself.”
Impact looks to connect
incoming students with each
other, as well as the rest of the
Harding community. And “the
hypnotist” as the conclusion
to the Impact experience has
epitomized that effort year
after year.
“It has become kind of a
rite of passage and a ritual
of sorts,” Light said. “I think
that is another reason why
people enjoy it so much: That
memory of, ‘this is what me
and my friends do when we
come back to school.’”

RIP Warped Tour,
4B
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Testing lab installs
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KYLE RANEY
student writer
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Searcy booming with new businesses
TIFFANY METTS
student writer

Business in Searcy grew this summer
with the addition of new stores and
restaurants and the renovation of old
favorites.
There has been a notable increase in
businesses and improvement in downtown
Searcy. The Soda Jerk opened, along with
the renovation of Burrito Day and the
reopening of The Cookie Basket. The
Rialto Theater is also in the process of
remodeling the interior to match the
new exterior.
Junior Katie Tracy works at Burrito
Day and is thankful for the growth.
“With Beyond Boundaries, Soda Jerk,
Savor and Sip, I don’t think it’s necessarily
a competition,”Tracey said. “It’s more so
building a community of people.”
According to Buck Layne, president
of the Searcy Regional Chamber of
Commerce, creating a safe downtown
environment for Harding students is
in the works.

“There will be safer sidewalks from
campus to the downtown area, as well
as more lights along the sidewalks,”
Layne said.
Downtown Searcy is expected to
continue expanding and growing in the
coming years, according to the chamber.
“There are things for everyone,
which is something you don’t
really get in smaller towns.”

“Searcy is a great place to live, and
there are many things to do,” Layne said.
“There are things for everyone, which is
something you don’t really get in smaller
towns. And all of the new restaurants and
stores downtown appeal to a younger
age group.”
Outside of downtown, Whole Hog
Cafe joined Searcy on Beebe Capps
Expressway on the west side of town. At
the opposite end of Beebe Capps, a new

shopping center is being constructed with
a Five Below opening Sept. 7, a Hobby
Lobby opening Sept. 10, a TJ Maxx and
an Ulta Beauty.
“The most exciting thing is seeing the
new growth in Searcy,” Jennifer Skinner,
public relations coordinator for the Searcy
Regional Chamber of Commerce, said.
“It’s going to bring new people into Searcy
and create a lot of new jobs within the
community.”
Chit, Chat, and Chew and Truth Table
are new restaurants opening within the
next year. Chit, Chat, and Chew will open
near the Rialto Theater downtown and will
serve a breakfast and lunch menu. Truth
Table sits next to the Natural Food Store
on south Main Street. Their focus will be
fresh, locally sourced produce and meat.
“It will be a while until the businesses
are opening, but it will be well worth it,”
Tara Cathey, vice president of the Searcy
Regional Chamber of Commerce, said.
“It’s just exciting to see what all these
new places are bringing into Searcy and
what they can offer everyone.”

Zach Neal, dean of students, said the
renovation to Graduate Hall was initiated
in fall 2017 and plans were made with
meetings between the physical resources
department, student life and architects.
When the renovation is finished, there
will be sitting areas connecting both
wings of the building, allowing more
community space.

“I feel the students of Graduate
Hall will enjoy the modern look while
not losing the warm atmosphere and
feeling of home,” Neal said.
Neal added that they are always
open to feedback from students on
ways to improve campus life and
facilities to feel engaged as part of
the Harding family.

– Buck Layne,
president of the Searcy
Regional Chamber of
Commerce

The testing lab is now
requiring students to scan their
fingerprints when they arrive
for an exam as a safeguard to
verify their identity.
The implementation comes
as part of new accreditation
standards required of Harding.
The testing lab decided the
scanners would be the best
way to meet the new standards.
Previously, Harding IDs were
used to let you into the lab,
but there were flaws in the
system, according to Nikki
Decker, testing lab specialist.
“Some students look
alike, and the pictures are
from freshman year, so some
students change quite a bit in
appearance years after that,”
Decker said. “It was difficult
for the proctors to determine
if the student actually was
who they said they were.”
Decker said that while
Harding is not the only school
to deal with these various
cheating instances, there have
been reported cases in which
students would switch IDs
to take each other’s tests or
use a borrowed ID to take
their own test.

Students experience some
perks with the change, too.
Now even if they have lost
their IDs, students can still
take an exam.
Harli Belk, a testing lab
proctor, said she has never
caught anyone cheating but
knows of coworkers who have
caught students cheating.
“We hope the fingerprint
scanners will encourage
students to be honest about
their identity,” Decker said.
Junior Saraya Dodd went
to the lab last week to register
her fingerprints in the system
and had to wait 50 minutes
because of the excessive lines.
“I heard the reason that
they did it was because twins
were taking their tests for
each other,” Dodd said. “I
didn’t think that was too big
of a problem. … I feel like
it’s a really big hassle for just
a couple of people.”
Dodd raised the concern
that money going into the
scanners could have been used
for other things on campus.
Dodd said women’s dorms,
specifically Kendall and
Cathcart Halls, need a lot
of remodeling, and she feels
that is a more adamant need
than fingerprint scanners.

Grad Hall catches up with the times
JED MYERS
student writer

After its last renovation in 2005, men’s
dorm Graduate Hall is being renovated
from its original construction
in 1956.The physical resources department
has finished the first portion of the project
and hopes to complete the second half
in time for the spring semester.
April Frazier, Graduate Hall residence
life coordinator for 16 years, said the
renovation was needed for several parts
of the building including the lobby,
bathrooms and rooms, and the installation
of a communal kitchen on the ground floor.
With two wings of the building, the
renovation had to be split into two parts.
The first wing gained new flooring and
countertops for the lobby as well as new
carpet and paint in the halls and rooms.
The second wing has been stripped
entirely to be remodeled and will reopen
for residents in the spring.
The dorm was one of many buildings
on a list to be updated but was selected
first due to serious plumbing issues in
older bathrooms and leaks inside the
building.
Frazier said it is always a challenge
to get everything finished on time with
a dorm renovation, especially when
anticipating move-in day for students.
However, the first wing was completed
on schedule.
“It gives Grad a fresh breath of life,
making everything a nice place for
students to live,” Frazier said.
Sophomore Michael Day, who has
lived in Graduate Hall for two years,
said he was thankful for the renovation
because of the extra space now available.
“I like living in the renovated hall
more because there is arguably four times
the space in the rooms and bathrooms,”
Day said. “The facilities are a huge step
up from old Grad.”
Junior Michael Wright is living in
Graduate Hall for his third semester.
“I’m really glad we finally got a kitchen,”
Wright said. “The only thing I don’t like
so much about the renovation is that the
lobby feels very empty and gray.”

Photo by LOREN WILLIAMS

A student registers her fingerprints on Aug. 28. If
students did not register during the first week, they
must enter the system before they take an exam.

THETA, from 1A
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Graduate Hall undergoes construction in the hallways on Aug. 27.
Students are projected to move back into the renovated areas in spring.

With Abston’s assistance, Newton and Moore developed
Theta’s name, — the origin of which Newton said he would prefer
remain a mystery — wrote Theta’s constitution and enlisted two
sponsors: John Wesley, youth minister at Westside Church of
Christ, and Dr. Heath Carpenter, assistant professor of English.
Carpenter said he admired the goals Newton and the other
charter members had set for Theta and agreed to participate.
“It’s a bit of a brave thing to do, to put yourself out there and
try something new and not just go with what’s the norm and
what’s expected. I appreciated that,” Carpenter said.
Like other social clubs, Theta plans to participate in club
sports, queen, host functions and wear “Theta blue” on Fridays.
However, Newton said he believes the club will stand out because
of the unique mentality of its 19 charter members.
“What Theta offers is a … truly diverse group of people who
are all working towards being good guys over being a good fit
for anything,” Newton said. “There are incredibly artistic people
in Theta, there are incredibly academic people in Theta, there
are incredibly athletic people in Theta, there are incredibly
spiritual people in Theta. More than that, everyone is accepted.”
According to Abston, Harding does not have a limit on the
number of social clubs that are able to exist at one time. New
social clubs are given approval on a case-by-case basis. Abston
said she is looking forward to watching Theta integrate itself
into Harding’s social club culture.
“Their excitement is contagious, … and it’s a neat feeling
to see those that want to be associated and be a part of it,”
Abston said.
Men’s social club Lambda Chi Theta formed in 2014 and
most recently precedes Theta. With the addition of Theta,
Harding now hosts 15 men’s and 15 women’s social clubs, all of
which will be present at officer open house on Saturday, Sept.
1 from 1 - 3 p.m. on the Front Lawn.
“Theta started from us seeing a need, but not really knowing
how to put it into words, and it came to fill that need in a way
that we were not at all expecting,” Newton said.
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Space Walls
Zach Shappley
Asst. Multimedia Editor

B

ack in June, while the country was
focused on the separation of families
at the border, spontaneous President Donald
Trump announced a sixth branch of the
military at the National Space Council
meeting. This branch, “separate but equal”
from the United States Air Force, would
be known as “Space Force.” Despite the
seemingly off-handed proposal of an entirely
new branch of our armed forces, the president
had in fact mentioned this before at a rally
in March. Originally, he acknowledged that
he wasn’t serious but congratulated himself
on the idea.
Watching the coverage of the press
conference, it seemed that everything Trump
had proposed was off the cuff. After further
investigation and recent reports, however,
the idea of a Space Force had in fact been
thrown around by the Pentagon in the
last year. Seven weeks after Trump’s initial
statement, Vice President Mike
Pence conducted a meeting in
which he announced his plan
to introduce Space Force as
an independent branch of
the military by 2020.

Space Force as a whole is an outlandish
joke. To dive deeper into the issues at the root
of this proposal is to give it the consideration
it does not deserve. The United States does
not have the funding for Space Force, but
toying with this idea potentially supports
Trump’s desire to increase military funding.
This is yet another demonstration of the
Trump administration putting its own
selfish agenda over the well-being of the
American people.
These are tax dollars that could potentially
go towards things like education, infrastructure,
health care or environmental protection.
Instead, the leader of our nation has declared
an unrealistic plan to occupy and militarize
space instead of funding exploration and
advancing technology.
Since before the United States put a man
on the moon, we have sought to learn more
about the stars and planets that inhabit our
universe. The plan that has been presented
and discussed seems to be the opposite. It
is built on pride and bragging rights, along
with lust for power and domination in space.
Trump desires to turn “the final frontier”
into a militarized, real estate market, an
impeccable combination of our president’s
two favorite things.
It is also important to note that the phrase,
“separate but equal” was also mentioned in
Trump’s initial statement when comparing




this new branch to the Air Force. Let us
not forget that this particular phrasing was
used in the 1896 U.S. Supreme Court case
Plessy v. Ferguson ruling that allowed racial
segregation. This tabooed phrase was made
by the president of our country to describe
a made-up branch of the military. No, this is
nowhere near the most absurd statement to
come out of our current president’s meetings,
but nevertheless, this insensitivity should
not be overlooked.
“Space Force as a whole is an
outlandish joke. To dive deeper
into the issues at the root of this
proposal is to give it the
consideration it does not
deserve.”
– Zach Shappley,
staff writer
Overall, the proposal of Space Force
is eccentric and implausible, all the while
being backed by the wrong motives. The
only rational explanation for this noise is
that our president saw gameplay from “Call
of Duty: Infinite Warfare” and believed it to
be actual footage from space. Outer space
is an exciting wilderness that offers much
to be discovered, not an area in which we,
as a country, should look to control. Space
Force can be placed right underneath the
$70 billion border wall on the list of Trump’s
potentially failed attempts.

Does your opinion toward Space Force differ
from Zach’s? Let us know your thoughts!
Email enicks@harding.edu.
Twitter: emilyk_nicks

ZACH SHAPPLEY is the assistant
multimedia editor for The Link. He
may be contacted at
zshappley@harding.edu.





Kylie Jones

Student Writer

T

ravel has the ability to broaden your
perspective and change your world
view. I firmly believe that you can learn
a lot about yourself and others through
traveling.
Traveling is a different type of learning
than sitting in a classroom. However, I think
traveling is just as important — maybe even
more important — than school. Whether
you travel stateside or abroad, you will
learn practical disciplines for life that you
cannot learn in a school setting.
I think the biggest thing you can learn
while traveling is how to step out of your
comfort zone. Traveling pushes you to talk
to strangers, experience exotic foods, see
things that you may not get the opportunity
to see at home, and become more aware of
the surrounding world.
Traveling teaches you how to communicate
with those who speak different languages. You
naturally learn little pieces of the language.
When verbal communication fails — and
it will, when you are in another culture that

staff
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Travel more, study less
speaks a different language — you learn
how to successfully communicate through
gestures and facial expressions.
Traveling will humble you. It will make
you realize how small you are in comparison
to the world and helps you understand
issues that are bigger than yourself. It
will give you a passion for those who are
in far-off places, and your heart will ache
when you leave them.

“Whether you travel stateside
or abroad, you will learn
practical disciplines for life that
you cannot learn in a school
setting.”
– Kylie Jones,
student writer
Traveling has the ability to leave you
speechless. It may be a beautiful sunset or
the stranger you met on the tram. I believe
traveling is the perfect way to bring life
to the things you learn in school. Seeing

paintings, sculptures and architecture
you have studied about your whole life
puts all the hours spent in a classroom
into perspective. The stories and people
become real.
Traveling is not always fun or glamorous.
In fact, it often leaves you tired and
frustrated. Things will not always go your
way, and you must learn to roll with the
punches. You will have delays, you will feel
overwhelmed by the crowds, you will want
to go home. However, it is through those
frustrations that you are able to discover
the true beauty of exploration.
Some things you have to experience
for yourself; there are things you simply
cannot learn in a classroom. School helps
prepare us for the future, but travel helps
prepare us for the moment. There is a
special spontaneity that travel encourages
that studying cannot replicate.

KYLIE JONES is a student writer for
The Bison. She can be contacted at
kjones19@harding.edu.

Shifting
Focus
Emily Nicks

Opinions Editor

Welcome to
Complaining
101
C

lass is in session, extracurricular
activities have commenced and
curfew is in full effect. All this can only
mean one thing: a new school year has
arrived. If you are anything like me, you
probably spent the second half of summer
break counting down the days until you
could return to Harding. Over the past two
years, Harding has transformed from my
college to my home. So, why have all my
interactions the past two weeks on campus
been laden with complaints?
There seems to be a universal law that
class in session means complaining is in
session. Cafeteria food, parking spots,
chapel — the list of potential topics goes
on and on. We return to the place we have
longed for, only to casually bash aspects of
it conversationally.
Take the cafeteria, for example. It is the
place we love to hate. I don’t think a single
day has gone by so far this semester without
at least one person making a negative
comment about it. It is understandable,
of course. Not everything served is what I
would consider delectable. The fact of the
matter is, no matter what the main line
is serving, you can always find something
worth eating. We always get a meal of some
kind, but we complain regardless.
This seems to be the case with most
things in life. We choose to complain
almost constantly about things that could
certainly be better but are by no means
horrible. Complaints are such a common
conversation topic that most of us have
gotten to the point where we do not
consciously make the choice to complain;
it happens naturally.
Unfortunately, grumbling has become
a normal part of my life. Instead of
exhibiting joy and kindness like Christ,
I exude irritation and a bad attitude far
too often. I never made the decision to
become a negative person, but is that who
I am naturally becoming?
Personal identity is incredibly important
to me. The matter isn’t just a question of
who I am, but who I am representing.
As someone who claims the Christian
faith, every action, every word should be
a manifestation of Christ, and complaints
are far from the attitude of Jesus. Yet I
continue to emote negativity.
Enough is enough. This year, I have
decided to make a change. Complaints are
going to be replaced with compliments;
irritation is going to be replaced with
gratitude. Instead of focusing on the small
things that are not perfect, it is time to
focus on the big things that are far better
than I deserve.
It is tempting to go through regular days
only seeing the things that are annoying, and
I know a total attitude change isn’t going
to occur overnight. It’s always difficult to
break habits, and the ugly habit of grumbling
is sadly no exception. Starting now, I am
going to appreciate the blessings. Starting
now, I am shifting my focus.

EMILY NICKS is the opinions editor
for The Bison. She may be contacted
at enicks@harding.edu.
Twitter: emilyk_nicks
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An Ode
to Nancy

The State
of the SA

Kaleb Turner
Editor-in-Chief

An Ode to
Nancy

A

t the end of my eighth grade year,
in the land of Axe Body Spray
and Japanese Cherry Blossom-scented
everything, the high school journalism
adviser, Nancy, approached me about joining
the high school newspaper staff. At that
point in my life, I didn’t know why hair
was growing on my upper lip, much less
how to work on a student newspaper. But
for whatever reason, I agreed.
Nancy was a hoot. She had a contagious
laughter and a spirit for all things goofy.
Journalism was her last class of the day,
and there were, during any given school
year, no more than six students in the class.
Six students plus last period equals fun. It
was basic math.
I still don’t know what she saw in me
that sparked her intrigue. My freshman year,
she allowed me to redesign the masthead
of the student newspaper, which I designed
in Microsoft PowerPoint, and I wrote my
stories as one giant, never-ending paragraph.
I was no student media extraordinaire, but
nevertheless, she persisted.
More than Nancy was a hoot, a laugh
and a goof, she was a risk-taker; after all,
she hired a freshman who thought it was
OK to design a newspaper masthead in
PowerPoint.
S he gave me great freedom with
responsibility. She let me ask why. She let
me think beyond what The Tiger newspaper
had always known. She let me run with fresh
ideas, to which three pitifully humiliating
Tiger News broadcast reports can attest.
She was a risk-taker, to be sure.
I suppose that’s a little bit of what we’re
doing here today, too. We’re asking you —
fellow students, faculty, staff, administration
and Harding community — to take a risk,
to trust us to do our job. We’re asking you to
take a risk on a bunch of twenty-somethings
with one driving passion: to make Harding
University the best it can be this year and
for many, many more to come.
We’re asking you to take a chance on
an experiment — an experiment that for
centuries has asked humankind to examine
itself and those in power. This grand
experiment has transformed societies, and
at Harding, it’s changed policies, broadened
perspectives and inspired change. This
world-wide experiment is one driven by
a desire to always see things better than
they currently are.
If at any point along the way this year
you feel our experiment has gone awry —
that our passion has become misplaced — I
invite you to let me know. I’ll be the first
to admit, we’ll make mistakes along the
way. But at the end of the day, if we’re not
making Harding the best it can be, I’ll join
arms with you, and we’ll make it right.
As I invite you on this journey in trusting
us to do our job, I can’t help but reflect on
the invitation Nancy extended to me seven
years ago. It led me to greater heights, and
I expect this standing invitation to you
will do the same. Nancy’s invitation left
me with great experiences, memories and
friendships, but it wasn’t complete until
she asked me to take a risk: to apply for
Student Publications at Harding University.
Though hesitant at first, I agreed once
again. Look where we are today.
I’m excited about this year. I’m eager
for the progress we’ll make together in
continuing this centuries-old experiment.
I’m thankful for the support we already
have and the support we’ll receive. And,
finally, I’m excited about this column: a
space for reflection, a public diary, a tip
of the hat, an ode to Nancy.
KALEB TURNER is the editor-in-chief
for The Bison. He may be contacted
at kturner3@harding.edu.
Twitter: kalebaturner

bit of brainstorming with them, I realized that
the two are not opposite themes — they’re
ultimately reliant on each other.
We are not all freshmen, or sophomores,
or even juniors. Some of us have very little
“adventure” ahead of us at Harding. But still,
isn’t this a great way to look at life? There’s
always something to look toward and always
something that will give us beauty.

Hallie Hite

Guest Writer

Upcoming Events

“Be Present”

Sept. 5
First SA Chapel

“There’s always something to
look toward and always
something that will give us
beauty.”

W

elcome back, everyone! Searcy
summer is never the same without
you all here. (Except the parking. That part is
beautiful!) This summer, I have been trying to
brainstorm ways to engage the student body
in what we are doing as a Student Association
(SA), and so, I am thankful that The Bison has
given me this space.
When this summer started, I had very little
idea what this school year would look like for
the SA. We only had a theme: “Be Present.”
Though this may sound cliché to a few people,
I believe that it will be able to speak to our
unique position as students at a Christian
university. We are constantly bombarded with
distractions, which detract from our human
interaction.This often interferes with the mission
of loving people. Exploring presence will allow
us to grow in our empathy and to more fully
understand and appreciate each other.
With all this in mind, when I found out
that my friends sophomore Lindsey Bender
and junior Luke Humphrey were making
the theme of Impact “Adventure Awaits,” I
wondered how I was going to be able to integrate
that theme into mine. They’re opposites, right?
And I’m a little cynical. However, after quite a

Sept. 5 - 6
Freshman
Representative
Elections
Sept. 6
Late Night Breakfast
@ The Caf
8 - 10 p.m.
Code Black Pep
Rally @ Football Field
11 p.m.
Sept. 8
First Football Game
& FYE Tailgate

– Hallie Hite,
SA President
So, when I stood in front of the crowd at
Convocation to try and tell the adventureawaiting new students why they should
participate in being present, I just told them
what you all already know: having adventure
and being present both require leaving the past
behind. Who you were in high school, or at
another school, or even last week only matters
if you allow it to keep defining you. College is
the perfect place to decide the kind of person
you’re going to be in the here and now, as well
as moving forward. You must decide to give
your present opportunities and experiences
you have a chance.
So, I would like to invite all of you to join
the Student Association in being present this
year, because adventure awaits!
HALLIE HITE is a guest writer for The
Bison. She can be contacted at
sa@harding.edu.

What’s Your Opinion?

Contact Emily Nicks at enicks@harding.edu to voice your thoughts and opinions.

In case you
missed it...

#backtoschool
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The Great Recession

ight before the summer started, I
went to the dentist for a checkup. I
don’t mind these appointments because they
follow a certain predictable routine. Twice
per year I present my teeth for inspection,
the hygienist uses a metal hook and a beltsander to remove the remnants of anything
I’ve eaten since last October, and the dentist
comes in to give me a clean bill of health
until next time. And because I have good
dental insurance, all of this usually costs
about $15. Only last time, the dentist didn’t
follow the script.
“You have receding gums,” the dentist
told me. As evidence, he took out a ruler
and showed me where the gum line was
starting to shrink. Of course, this is just
one symptom of a larger pattern: receding
hairline, receding eyesight, receding bank
account. The only exception to this general
retreat is my waistline. These are all the first
signs of that slow descent down the other
side of 45, where you ease into eating dinner
at 4:30 p.m., wearing shorts and black socks,
and complaining that the kids are playing
their music too loud.
Though to be fair, I’ve been complaining
about loud music for the past 25 years, so
middle age sometimes gets a running start.
I asked the dentist what I could do about
my gums. He recommended three options.
One was a surgical procedure that would be
expensive and extremely painful. The second
was a different procedure that would be
expensive and only slightly less painful. The
third option was to start using an electric
toothbrush.

Michael Claxton
Guest Writer

He didn’t imply of course that these were
equivalent options, or that I could avoid the
first two by trying the third. But such nuances
were lost on me, and this summer I invested
in a Philips Sonicare 5100. The package
promised that this toothbrush would improve
my gum health “up to 100 percent.” Granted,
the phrase “up to 100 percent” technically
includes results like 0.1 percent. Ignoring that
possibility, though, I chose instead to focus
on the Philips claim that its product is the
No. 1 electric toothbrush favored by dentists.

“A wise man once said that it
is better to keep your mouth
closed and be thought of as a
fool than to open your mouth
and remove all doubt. The same
principle, so I have discovered,
applies to using an electric
toothbrush.”
– Michael Claxton,
guest writer

Oral B also claims to be the No. 1 electric
toothbrush favored by dentists, but it does so
in smaller print on the box. That struck me
as a lack of confidence. As a sophisticated
consumer, I notice these things. I also noticed
that I was paying $49.95 for a motorized
version of the bathroom accessory that used

to cost me 79 cents.
When I got home, I opened my new
toothbrush and charged it for 24-hours, while
I mentally braced myself for 100 percent better
gums. I threw out my old brush and set a
ruler by the sink. Plus, have you ever seen a
vacuum cleaner salesman spill some dirt on
your carpet before he shows you how well
the Dyson V6 Cordless handles the mess?
Well, right before brushing I ate a piece of
caramel candy — just to see if the PS 5100
was up to the task.
When the big moment arrived, I put
some toothpaste on the bristles and turned
the brush on. The results reminded me of
the rock band on the Muppet Show: Dr.
Teeth and the Electric Mayhem. I spent
the rest of the day changing T-shirts and
wiping light blue Crest off the bathroom
sink, mirror and tile. Somehow, some even
got into the shower. I might as well have
made a toothpaste smoothie and left the lid
off the blender.
A wise man once said that it is better
to keep your mouth closed and be thought
of as a fool than to open your mouth and
remove all doubt. The same principle, so I
have discovered, applies to using an electric
toothbrush. I am slowly getting the hang of
this new experience, and I no longer keep
the Windex handy every time I brush. I can
feel my gums advancing already.
Now if I can only find an electric hairbrush
to deal with the other great recession.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
writer for The Bison. He can be
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu.

At the Bison, it is our goal to serve the Harding University student body with integrity, truth and open ears. However, we believe that meeting that goal is a two-way street between our staff and the public it
serves. We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open to what our community has to say and hope that, in return, that community will be an interactive audience, sharing its stories with us. We also pledge to
do the basics: Report accurate and relevant information, check our facts, and share them in a professional, timely manner. If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or concerns for the Bison staff,
please email Kaleb Turner, the editor-in-chief, at kturner3@harding.edu. “The Bison (USPS 577-660) is published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 20 issues per year, by Harding
University. Periodicals postage paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY, AR 72149-0001.” BYLINE POLICY: The Bison
provides an opportunity for class writers to contribute work under the byline “guest writers.” Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest writers’ stories as they deem necessary,
while still identifying the work as the guest writers’ own.
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Delusional
Optimism
Jack Allen

Sports Editor

Our Year

“This is our year.”
That phrase permeates
throughout the world of
sports at this time every year,
as fans experience a magical
feeling: Hope.
Hope, though, is dangerous.
Far too of ten, sports
fans experience the pain
of unrealistic expectations.
I watched in 2003, as the
New Orleans Saints made a
dramatic late-season playoff
run. All they had to do was
win their last two games and
they would reach the playoffs
for only the second time in
more than 10 years.
It was our year.
The Saints traveled to
Jacksonville, Florida, where
they found themselves in
a hole. They were down by
seven and had the ball on
their own 25-yard line with
just seven seconds left.
What ensued was madness.
Five laterals and 75 yards later,
the Saints found themselves
in the end zone with a chance
to tie the game on the extra
point.
It was our year.
All of the pieces had
come together, and it seemed
as though God himself
was answering my prayers.
This game was going to be
the culmination of all I had
hoped for.
Right on cue, Saints kicker
John Carney shanked the extra
point, and the Saints lost the
game and ruined their playoff
hopes. My joy turned into a
mixture of tears and snot, as
I grieved the failure of my
beloved team.
All my mom could say
to console me was, “Jack,
the Saints will let you down
every time.”
It didn’t seem like much
help at the time, but that
thought has stuck with me
ever since. Why do sports
fans always have hope, even
when history tells us we have
no reason to believe?
It is always our year.
Delusional optimism is
the constant belief that things
will be better. Some may call
it insanity and cite Thomas
Edison, saying we are doing
the same thing over and over
and expecting a different result.
Every year offers a clean
slate and a fresh opportunity
to witness the impossible.
Anything can happen on any
given day. That is the magic
of sports and the reason we
can be afforded the freedom
to hope.
I never heeded my mom’s
sound advice. I still rooted for
the impossible, delusionally
optimistic that one day the
Saints could achieve it.
On Feb. 7, 2010, the Saints
won the Super Bowl, and
again, I cried.
It really was our year.
Harding football comes
into this season following its
best two finishes in program
history, and despite the fact
that it starts a new quarterback
and lost several key All-GAC
players, the season starts with
delusional optimism that they
can take the next step and
win a national title.
In a world full of division
and pain, sports offer an outlet
of hope. This could be the
year everything works out. It
could bring pain, but it also
brings the wonderment of
unlimited possibilities and
delusional optimism about
what the future could bring.
This year could be your
year.
JACK ALLEN is the
head sports editor for
the Bison. He may be
contacted at jallen10@
harding.edu.
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JACK ALLEN
head sports editor
Harding football enters the 2018
season looking to build off of a deep
playoff run a year ago. The Bisons
finished last year with a record of
11-4 and made the school’s first-ever
appearance in the national semifinals.
Sophomore quarterback Preston
Paden will lead the offense after
spending his freshman season on the
sidelines behind last year’s starter, junior
quarterback Terrence Dingle. Paden
takes on the job with less experience
than the Bisons’ quarterbacks have
had in the last two seasons. In 2016,
senior quarterback Park Parish led
the Bisons into the playoffs, and
last season, Dingle took them to the
national semifinals.
Parish and Dingle each came into
those seasons with previous starting
experience at the collegiate level. Parish
started in the 2015 season, and Dingle
got considerable playing time while
Parish dealt with injuries in 2016.
Paden has started only one game,
but it came in the biggest game of
the year, when he was forced to start
in the semifinals after Dingle was
suspended.
“There’s not a game that’s too big,
I feel like,” Paden said. “Having that

one big game under my belt really
helps a lot.”
His coaches agree. Chris Hill,
Harding’s offensive coordinator and
quarterbacks coach, has worked with
Paden throughout fall camp to prepare
for the season.
“He’s done all the things he needs
to do to put him in a position to be
our starting quarterback,” Hill said.
On the other side of the ball,
another player is continuing his role
as a quarterback of the defense. Senior
middle linebacker Sam Blankenship
was named an All-American a season
ago. As he prepares to enter his senior
year, he sees that a lot about his game
has changed.
“The big overall goal is
rings. We’re looking at a
conference championship
ring. That’s our first goal,
and then obviously a national
championship ring.”
– Sam Blankenship,
senior middle linebacker

“I think the biggest thing is the
experience I have,” Blankenship said.
“There’s a lot of confidence knowing
that I’ve been out there before. I’ve

played the snaps. I’ve seen everything.”
That includes leading the defense
to the semifinals a year ago. But, while
he has assumed the role of leader,
Blankenship says he remembers the day
when he first stepped foot on campus.
“When I was a freshman I came
in wide-eyed, looking at the leaders,
and now, obviously, I’m that guy that
everyone is looking to,” Blankenship
said.
Paden has certainly been watching
Blankenship, both across the line of
scrimmage and off the field.
“Guys like [senior center] Bryce Bray,
the Pledger twins, Sam [Blankenship]
. . . guys like that really just pave the
way for us younger guys to know how
to act and how to play,” Paden said.
Blankenship is also looking across
the field at his new opponent each
day in practice.
“Preston’s been killing it,” he said.
“He’s obviously a new face, but he’s
been killing it.”
Both Paden and Blankenship will
have to use their respective youth and
experience if they hope to reach the
team’s goals.
“The big overall goal is rings,”
Blankenship said. “We’re looking at a
conference championship ring. That’s
our first goal, and then obviously a
national championship ring.”

The
Second
Act

AARON ALEXANDER
asst. sports editor
The Harding football
program is entering its second
season under head coach Paul
Simmons.
With a trip to the NCAA
Division II national semifinals
last year, expectations for the
Bisons are high. However,
Simmons does not want to allow
past success and preseason hype
to distract the team from their
first game against Henderson
State University.
“I’d rather be picked to
finish middle of the pack, and
then outperform expectations,”
Simmons said.
Though last year was a
great experience, Simmons
said he does not want to get
complacent. He hopes the
Bisons continue to improve
year after year.
SEE SIMMONS,
PAGE 2A

Bisons ranked seventh in preseason poll
Coaches pick Harding as favorite to win Great American Conference
JACK ALLEN
head sports editor

Harding Football enters the 2018 season
ranked seventh by the American Football
Coaches Association (AFCA). The Bisons
were also picked to win the Great American
Conference (GAC) by the conference’s coaches.
This is the highest the Bisons have ever
been ranked in an AFCA preseason poll. In
2015, the Bisons started the season ranked
21st, and in 2017, they ranked 15th.
Harding finished last season as the sixthranked team by the AFCA after losing in
the national semifinals to Texas A&MCommerce. Commerce went on to win the
national championship and enters this season
ranked No. 1.
Harding’s new athletic director, Jeff Morgan,
said the preseason ranking provides more proof
of the buzz surrounding the Bisons this year.
“[Preseason rankings] are a great way to
kick off the year,” Morgan said. “It’s great to
gain a lot of energy and momentum for your
program.”
Morgan mentioned that, in his experience
as a coach, he realized high rankings can
add pressure to an already stressful job, but
players like sophomore running back Cole
Chancey say they do not talk much about
the preseason polls.
“It’s not about where we’re ranked,” Chancey
said. “We have the same outlook every week:
Get better and put it all together on game day.”
The Bisons preseason ranking is 17 spots
higher than the next closest GAC member.

Ouachita Baptist University is the closest
conference foe, ranked 24th. As a result, the
Bisons were voted the favorite to win the
conference. They received first-place votes
from 10 of 12 GAC coaches.
Harding returns 13 of 22 starters from a
year ago. They also bring back six All-GAC
players, including senior center Bryce Bray
and senior defensive end T.J. Winslow.
The Bisons finished the season a year ago
with the best scoring defense (20.3 points
per game against) and the best total defense
(307.2 yards per game against) in the GAC.
Senior middle linebacker Sam Blankenship
will lead the defense this season after being
chosen as a second-team All-American last
season.
Preseason rankings are not always indicative
of a team’s success, according to Morgan, but
they can provide a spark for the team and the
fans in particular.
“As a university, having that buzz … it’s
good for the excitement on campus. It’s good
for campus life,” Morgan said.
Morgan added that he is hopeful the team’s
recent success and preseason ranking will
also draw more students to the games. Some
Harding students like junior Grant Clemens
are already making plans to go to more games.
“With that ranking comes great expectations,”
Clemens said. “As a fan, it’s a little more exciting
to know we’re getting a little recognition for
our hard work, finally.”
The Bisons’ first home game will be Sept.
8 at 6 p.m. at First Security Stadium.
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Sophomore quarterback Preston Paden pausesduring preseason practice Aug. 23. The Bisons
enter the 2018 season ranked seventh by the
American Football Coaches Association..
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Last season’s accolades,
the postseason success, the
11-game win streak and the
preseason polls –– according
to Simmons, none of them
help the team get first downs,
tackles for loss or points on
the scoreboard.
“The bottom line is that
matching wins is not the most
important thing,” Simmons
said. “What really matters to
us is that we give our best
effort and that we honor
God on and off the field.”
This preseason national
recognition has put the Bisons
in a greater spotlight, which
gives more exposure to the
current players, and it helps
with recruiting; however,
Simmons wants to make sure
their goal does not change.
He said the season will be
remembered by how the
team finishes the year, not
by preseason predictions. He
hopes to continue building a
culture in Harding football
that can be summarized by
“Code Black”: a staple of the
team that originally started
as a motto on defense, but
has since trickled down to the
rest of the team. Code Black
is: honor God, brotherhood
before self, passionate in all
things, accountability, focus,
warrior mentality, never panic
and finish.
It was the belief in “Code
Black” that pulled the Bisons
out of their 0-3 start last
season, and it helped them
pull out some wins in games
where the odds were stacked
against them.
“We won games last year
against teams that were more
talented than us because of
our culture and how much
the guys love each other, and
that just keeps getting better
and better,” Simmons said.
Billy Morgan, the voice of
the Harding Sports Network,
said the players feed off of the
confidence that the coaching
staff has in them.
“Every year you have to
have certain things happen,”
Morgan said. “You have to
be healthy and you have to
be lucky. But since the final
whistle last season, you could
feel the excitement for this
year’s campaign.”
The first chance for the
student body to see the 2018
Bisons take the field will be
Saturday, Sept. 8, at First
Security Stadium.

Luke Van Dover takes swings in Alaskan
Summer League with Athletes in Action
CASSIDY COLBERT
student writer
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Luke Van Dover is an utility infielder for the Harding
baseball team. He is currently in the offseason
practicing for the season in the spring.

As a college athlete,
summer does not always
mean time spent away from
the sport. For many Harding
baseball players, it is a time
to play in a summer league
near their hometown.
Head coach Dr. Patrick
McGaha said summer leagues
are encouraged for the players
to get practice in as well as
see new competition.
“We do not require it of our
players, but we recommend
i t f o r t h e e x p e r i e n c e, ”
McGaha said. “For us, we
want our guys to get reps
in and come back healthy.
We have about 30 percent
to half of our roster that
plays in a summer league.”
For junior Luke Van
Dover his decision to play
in a summer league led him
to Alaska. Assistant coach
Andy Schatzley helped Van
Dover find the program
Athletes in Action Baseball
(AIA), to which Van Dover
applied and got a spot on
AIA Baseball’s Alaskan team.

AIA is a program that
helps athletes become
successful on and off the
field. Each athlete receives
ministry training to learn
how to incorporate his or
her faith and his or her love
for the game.
“My favorite part
was just being with
the guys. They were
very different than
any other team. We
were able to share
our faith and were all
brought together for
the same reason.”
– Luke Van Dover,
junior infielder

The group would start their
day with workouts followed
by hours of devotional time
before hitting the field. In
addition to devotionals,
the group was given the
oppor tunit y to help at
local churches and in the
community, as well as share
the gospel with other teams.
Van Dover said he grew
in his faith at AIA, and he
believes his experience this

summer will make him a
better leader this year playing
for the Bisons.
McGaha said the Alaskan
baseball league is a very
high-level competition
and allowed Van Dover to
compete against a lot of
other quality athletes.
“It was a great baseball
experience for him, but I
also believe that it was a
great faith experience for
him,” McGaha said.
Other players like junior
Sage White went back to
his hometown to play.
“I decided to play this
summer because it was a
good opportunity to get in
swings and stay in baseball
shape,” White said. “My
favorite part was definitely
the chance to make a few
new friends and reconnect
with a couple friends from
high school who went off
to play at other colleges.”
Van Dover spent from
May to August in Alaska,
and learned that a teammate
was actually his cousin from
Texas — an experience he
would not have had if he
had not played this summer.

Club sports gets division-based competition
DANIELLE TURNER
student writer

Social clubs will face
major changes to club sports
as the size designation will
be dropped this year.
Tom Ritchie, director of
recreation programs, said in
previous years clubs were
separated based on their
number of active members
into small and large sectors.
However, that system has
recently been called into
question by clubs who do
not believe their size defines
their ability.
The new changes will
allow for clubs to arrange
themselves in six divisions,
while still having A, B and
C teams.
“ You may star t your
A-Team at division three,”
Ritchie said. “So you may
have an A-Team playing
against a C-Team, but they
are all in that division and
points accumulate across

HARDING
ATHLETES’
VIEWS ON
POP CULTURE

that division for your club.”
Social clubs and athletic
directors will now be tasked
with determining the level
of competition they want to
face based on their personal
skill in each sport.
Junior Anna Sanders, an
athletic director for women’s
social club Iota Chi, believes
this change will give clubs
the ability to be competitive
while still having fun. Sanders
also explained she hopes that
these changes will affect
the prospective members
as the club process begins
this September.
“I really hope that when
people decide to look at clubs
they don’t look at large club
or small club so that they
can choose the club that
best fits them,” Sanders said.
Under the new system,
large and small clubs alike
have the opportunity to play
against each other.
“It opens up the door
for playing different teams

Peyton Padgett
basketball

and not being stuck with the
same team and same club
every time,” Clay Lewis, an
athletic director for men’s
social club TNT, said.
Both Lewis and Ritchie
said they are hopeful that
the changes will result in a
more social atmosphere for
club sports by diversifying
the teams that will play
against each other in each
division.
Clubs in divisions one
through four will have the
possibilit y of receiving
awards at the end of each
term, based off the points
they collect in each division
throughout each club sport,
according to Ritchie.
Clubs sports began this
we e k w i t h m e n’s c l u b s
playing soccer and women’s
clubs playing softball. Clubs
will also play flag football,
basketball, volleyball, track
and field, and swimming
before the end of the year.
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Men’s social club Theta plays men’s social club
Titans in soccer on Aug. 28. This is the first year
divisions were used in club sports.

Christian Witt

Taylor Lake

Sierra Phillips

Justin Kucera

football

volleyball

soccer

soccer

“The Office,” “Parks and
Recreation” or neither?

Neither...
“Riverdale”

Neither... I’m
more into Marvel
movies

“The Office”

Neither...
“New Girl”

“The Office”

What country did you cheer
for in the World Cup this
summer?

France

France

France

Russia

Belgium

What was the coolest thing
you did this summer?

Going on a
mission trip to
Kenya

Traveling to
Colorado

Went to Costa
Rica on vacation

Traveled around
Texas looking
for new coffee
shops

Went to Saint
Thomas Virgin
Islands and
snorkeled

What is your pregame hype
song?

“Grillz” by Nelly

Anything with a
good beat

“Girl on Fire” by
Alicia Keys

“I Like It” by
Cardi B

“Till I Collapse”
by Eminem
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‘GRACE & MERCY’
“It’s my hope that this position looks like one of grace and mercy,
even if it may not look like that on the front end. I want everybody
to be successful and stay here. That’s my job.”
Marcus Thomas, assistant dean of students

KALEB TURNER
editor-in-chief
The newest addition to the Office of Student Life
is no stranger to Harding University and brings with
him a deep-rooted passion for students and a hopeful
heart for the future.
Marcus Thomas took the place of Brandon Tittle
as assistant dean of students on July 1. While he spent
his first month and a half in the Student Life office
learning the ropes before students returned, their
arrival on campus reminded Thomas why Harding
was a place he wished to return to since his departure
four years ago.
“I’m so excited to be back at Harding,” Thomas
said. “There’s just something about being here, being
around the students. They are so hopeful, and they
want to change the world.”
For Thomas, returning to Harding was not only
returning to higher education. Returning to Harding
meant returning to the place that changed his life.
Thomas is one of five sons raised in Kansas City,
Missouri — his love for the Chiefs, Royals and “real
BBQ” exemplify a rich connection to the city that
shaped him. Kansas City, however, was not simply
sports and world-class pulled pork.

“Simply help somebody — just one
person.”
In his early teen years, Thomas and his brothers
had signed a record deal with Arista Records, and
life in Kansas City was good. But at 15, his father, a
minister, committed murder. A prison-bound father
left the family and a hopeful 15-year-old in upheaval.
“It was very challenging for me to see my family
struggle because of the choices he made,” Thomas
said. “There for a while, we thought we were going
to be homeless. Thankfully, a family from church
took us in.”
A few years after the abrupt change of course,
Harding became a life raft.
“I came here questioning so much of my faith
and God because of where I was in my life,” Thomas
said. “Had I not been at Harding, I know I would

not have been successful. Thank God for this place,
the people I met here and the kind of environment
that had structure and rules — everything I hated
as a student.”
His love for Harding moved beyond undergrad.
After graduating in fall 2002, he took a semester
off and returned to complete graduate-level work in
education. With a master’s degree under his belt by
2006, he took a job in admissions until 2014 when he
left to be a family life minister in Paducah, Kentucky.
When the opportunity arose to return, he was
sure not to miss it. His goal as the newest assistant
dean: “simply help somebody — just one person.”

“The last thing on my mind
is being out to get somebody.
The first thing on my mind
is wanting to help people
succeed.”
“In this position, help looks a lot of different
ways, but it’s all help,” Thomas said. “I just want to
be right — righteous — in God’s eyes, do the right
thing and help somebody along the way. Everything
else is secondary in my mind to honoring God.”
Thomas is quick to extinguish the idea that the
deans are out to get students, but maintains that
students are ultimately the ones responsible for
their decisions.

“There’s just something about
being here, being around the
students. They are so hopeful,
and they want to change the
world.”
“The last thing on my mind is being out to get
somebody. The first thing on my mind is wanting
to help people succeed,” Thomas said. “It’s my hope
that this position looks like one of grace and mercy,
even if it may not look like that on the front end.
I want everybody to be successful and stay here.
That’s my job.”

Thomas also has high hopes for making this place
he loves a stronger, more perceptive institution, while
remaining faithful to core beliefs and identity.
“In the long run, as perceptive people that God
called us to be — people that are lights of the world
— we have to be flexible to certain things so that we
can always point people to Christ,” Thomas said. “As
culture and society change, the word never changes,
but our method should be flexible.”
Thomas said society and Christians must also
learn to set aside misplaced motives to move forward.
“A lot of times, we can see things like our patriotism
equal to our call to be Christians. They’re not equal,”
Thomas said. “I’m glad God blessed me to be [in
the U.S.], but I’m here to serve the King and not
the things they say we’re supposed to when we love
our country. Some of biggest issues stem from our
politicalness — not necessarily our politics — and
how we can elevate those things over our duty as
Christians. I have a big problem with that.”
The opportunity for his daughters — a freshman
and fourth-grader at Searcy High School — to go to
school here is one Thomas said he is beyond thankful
for. Being with family tops his list of out-of-the-office
hobbies, followed by watching Harding sports,
fishing and bowling.

“As culture and society change,
the word never changes, but
our method should be flexible.”
Thomas is not the only one on campus glad for his
return. Zach Neal, dean of students, said Thomas’s
experience in admissions and as a family life minister
make him the perfect fit for the role.
“[Marcus’s] background is coupled with an incredible
personality and willingness to serve others,” Neal said.
“He will provide exceptional support to the students
and be a great team player in collaborating with other
offices on campus. We are thankful to bring his skill
set back to Harding.”
Where do a passion for students and a love for
a university coinside? That is where you will find
Marcus Thomas, the new assistant dean of students.
Photo by EMILY GRIFFIN
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The end of an era: Warped Tour wraps after 23 years

Remembering the summertime staple that provided a soundtrack for our generation
EMMY BURTON
student writer

The famous punk rock
concert, the Vans Warped
Tour, has screamed its final
song. After 23 years of touring
the country all summer long,
founder Kevin Lyman has
decided this summer is to
be the last of the millennial
rock festival.

Lyman took to Twitter to
express his reason why.
“To be honest, I’m just
tired,” Lyman tweeted.
Since its beginning in 1995,
many famous bands, such as
Blink-182, Green Day, preFergie Black Eyed Peas and
Paramore, got their start by
performing at Warped Tour.
It has been a contributing
factor of the 2000s music

culture and millennial scene
that many Harding students
born in the 90s and early
2000s have grown-up with.
Senior Kayla Meeler, had
the opportunity to attend
Warped Tour this summer
during her internship with To
Write Love on Her Arms, a
non profit organization that
helps people who struggle
with depression, addictions,

self-injury and suicide. The
organization partnered with
Vans Warped Tour to have
an awareness booth set up
at the festival.
“Think of your primeangst, seventh-grade peak,
and Warped Tour is just the
holy grail, the holy land, of all
of the mainstream punk rock
bands. I’m really sad that it’s
ending,” Meeler said. “I think

punk music is really hitting a
low right now. It was really
popular in culture for a while,
and now it’s kind of dipping,
and other music like electronic
and alternative music is kind
of taking over. … It will be
sad for the people who have
been going for years on years
that they won’t have that to
look forward to.”
Though Meeler feels

differently about Lyman’s
reasons for ending the festival,
rumors are floating around
that the end is being brought
on by safety issues with no
solutions to solve it.
“Think of your
prime-angst,
seventh-grade peak
and Warped Tour is
just the holy grail,
the holy land of all
of the mainstream,
punk rock bands.”
– Kayla Meeler,
senior

Photo by EMILY GRIFFIN

Vans Warped tour known for showcasing many popular late 90s and early 2000s bands, completes final tour. After 23 years
founder Kyle Lyman decided it was time to end the summertime tradition.

Remaking childhood memories

Box office records broken by classic movie remakes
AVA GALYEAN
student writer
Many of our favorite
childhood movies have been
recently remade, rebooted
or remastered into a sequel.
Favorite childhood characters
came back to life on the big
screen in movies such as
“Cinderella,” “Incredibles
2” and “Christopher Robin.”
These movies have seen extreme
success, with “Finding Dory”
surpassing $1 billion at the
box office globally, becoming
the fifth highest-grossing
animated movie of all time,
according to Variety.
“They remind me
that even though
I get older and
we have more
responsibilities, you
shouldn’t lose your
sense of wonder,
adventure and
imagination.”
– Nathan Myers,
senior
There is no denying the
charm of a classic childhood
movie. If you grew up watching
them, you can now appreciate
all lessons you learned from
them without even realizing it.
“Those movies had a big
impact on my life. … They
also gave me an amazing
imagination that I still use

today,” senior Carson Gentry
said.
Although not deemed as
“classics,” sometimes remakes
are initially more successful than
originals. When “Incredibles”
opened in 2004, it grossed
$70.5 million. At the time,
that was the second-largest
opening for an animated film,
according to Variety. However,
when “Incredibles 2” was
released in June, it opened
with a record-breaking $180
million, far surpassing the
original. As of now, it is the
highest-grossing debut of an
animated movie of all time.
More than just impacting
box office records, these
movies have connected many
generations already and will
continue to do so.
“I loved ‘Incredibles 2’
because it reminded me of
watching the first one with
my family often when I
was younger,” senior Alexa
Capiro said. “These movies
are bringing out the little
kid in older generations and
inspiring the little kids of
younger generations.”
Senior Nathan Myers
values the important role
childhood movies play into
our adult lives.
“They remind me that,
even though I get older and
we have more responsibilities,
you shouldn’t lose your sense
of wonder, adventure and
imagination,” Myers said.
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KENDALL CARWILE
lifestyle editor

EMILY GRIFFIN | The Bison

“There just wasn’t a lot of
regulations or ways for (safety
concerns) to be monitored
because everything gets so
wild and it just got to a point
where the Warped Tour couldn’t
really handle it.”
When asked about how she
felt about the end of Warped
Tour, junior Paige Maxwell,
who has been attending the
festival for years, shared a
different feeling about the
end of it.
“I think everything ends
in its time,” Maxwell said. “I
think it went out on a good
note, and it’s better than it
struggling to survive for a
couple years before dying,
though it was definitely a
part of my childhood.”
While there are many
mixed emotions about why the
Vans Warped Tour is ending,
it is clear that the punk rock
festival has had an impact
on millennials as they aged
through the 2000s. Warped
Tour will be missed, while a
new era of music festivals such
as Bonnaroo and Coachella
sing a new song.

Where was this movie
when I was in high school?
I could have written love
letters to all the boys I have
loved before and put the notes
into a box in my closet just
for my little sister to find
and send out. Who knows,
maybe I could have had my
own Peter Kavinsky? I guess
we will never know because
high school was three years
ago, and my little sister does
not snoop around in my closet.
Thankfully, we have an author
like Jenny Han who gives
us stories like Lara Jean’s in
the novel “To All the Boys
I’ve Loved Before”, adapted
into a Netflix Original,
through which we can live
vicariously. 		
“To All the Boys I’ve Loved
Before”is the romantic comedy
of our generation. It has all
the classic elements that make
romantic comedies addicting
and exciting to watch. Relatable
teen girl? Check. Gorgeous
male lead? Check. Conflict
that ends with a breakup
of some sort but ultimately
results in a rekindling of true
teen love? Check.
But what makes this a
romantic comedy for our
generation, specifically, is the
representation of the AsianAmerican community in the

casting of Lana Condor as
Lara Jean Covey.
In an article from Vulture.
com it is revealed that many
p ro d u c t i o n c o m p a n i e s
interested in adapting Han’s
best-selling novel wanted to
cast a white actress as Lara
Jean. She eventually found
Awesomeness Films and
Overbrook Entertainment who
shared her vision to cast an
Asian-American and created
“To All the Boys I’ve Loved
Before” that was released on
Netflix Aug. 17.
I’ll be the first to admit this
movie isn’t Oscar-Worthy, but
that’s not what it’s supposed to
be. If you are dissecting every
scene and discussing camera
angles, you are watching
it wrong. It isn’t supposed
to make you question your
existence or open your eyes to
the horrific reality of life. Its
purpose is to let you escape
for an hour and 39 minutes,
to walk in Lara Jean’s shoes
and gush over a cute boy you
never thought would be into
you, to be brave and stand up
for yourself when normally
you wouldn’t. The movie’s
purpose is to take you back to
high school - or, for some of
us, what we wished was high
school - and remember the
times when you had a crush
so big it felt like your world
couldn’t exist without the
other person.

